contributed to many anthologies, edited anthologies of poetry and students' writing, and seen several of her books adapted for media production.
One writing and wanted to be a writer since she was seven years old. While her writing habit was not particularly encouraged at home, her mother did make sure Woodson and her siblings read books, spending many hours in the public library. Today, Woodson spends time visiting schools, particularly underserved ones, which she does at no cost. Interacting with students energizes her to go back and keep writing. She feels strongly that each person is given a task, a job in life, and hers is to write. To date Jacqueline Woodson has written thirty-six books, including picturebooks, middle-grade novels, and secondary school novels. Her subjects range from foster care to interracial relationships, from drug abuse to the witness protection program, but all share the common features of lyrical language, powerful characters, and an abiding sense of hope. Her dialogue is pitch-perfect, the stories are raw and fresh, and the endings satiate the reader. She is among the few authentic tellers of African American stories. She has also written an adult novel, UNITED STATES
